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THE OPEBﬁEIOH OF THE 3D BATTALION, 137TH INFAN-
PRY, (35TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE VICINITY
OF 8T7. 1O, FRANCE, 11 - 15 JULY 1944
(HORMANDY GAMPATGK)
(Persanal Experience of a Battalion Operatians 0fficer)

ORIENTATTION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the aﬁVBattalien,‘
137th Infantry, 35th Infantry ﬁivision,_in its inltlel ene f
gagement in combat with therﬁﬁnnan_Foreea, and the brsiehing g
of the'strangly held positions defanding'that famous strong- ?
nold of §T. LO, FRANCE, 11 - 15 July 1944, during the Normandy
Caﬁ@ﬁign; _ 7 _

In order to drianﬁ the réader, it will be necessary to
'diaouas very briefly the me jor svents ihich led up to the ar-‘g'
rivel of the 36th Diviaian in Frence and parbicipation in thia\
action, 7 | _ | | j_ S «

On 27 May 1944, the 137th Infantry disembarked &t AVON=-
HOUTE, ENGLAND, from where they wgre.transportud by raiiuzsﬁ“

BUDHIN and NEWQUAY, ENGLAND. Regimentsl Headquarters, the
spociel units, snd the 3d Battalion were quertered in the
famous barracks of the Duke of Cornwall's Light Iﬁfantry
Brigadq; The lst and 24 Battaliong were stationed st NEW-
QUAY, ENGLAND, famous as a summer resort snd as the home of
- 8ir Arthur Conen Doyla; oreator of Sherlock Holmes. (1)

After a'six week period df-;nténsiva speqialized train-
Ing, in waterproofing vehleles, communications, bomb réqon-‘

naiasancé, transportation and other allied subjects, the divi-{
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slon was alsrted on 1 July 44, for the short overseas movement
to FRANCE.
The division was to report in the staging areas of ggzbaﬂ
HOUTH and FATMOUTH during the period 2 - 5 July 1944. The
-——--'""_"
lS?th Infantry arrived at OMAHA BBACH, im the vieinity of
GOOLEVILIE~SUR-MERE, 6 - 7 July 1944. (2)

Landing in FRANCE across the OMAHA BEACH, the division
became & part of the XIX Corps, commanded by Major‘General |
Cherles H. Corlets, a part of the U. S, First Armr; under the |
leadership of Lieutenant General Omar N, Bradley. ;

The First U, S. Army was éngﬁged'in the operation of ga1ﬁ+
ing sufficlent ground and elbow room from which to mount &
 powerful offensive, designed to breaskout of the NORMANDY pqcke# '
ffom which the Army had been contained 1n for the past thirty-(

|

‘ .
one (31) days of fighting. (3) E
\

GENERAL SITUATION

During that period of tina raquired for the VII Corps to 2_
effect the capture of the sea port of CHERBCURG, and clean,up
the COTENTIH_PENIKBULA, and further ralieve an already over-
loaded supply situation by mesms of a deep water port. The
Allled Line to the squth.consiating of the First U. S. drmy
and the British Second Army had remained relatively staeble,
This time had been spent by the First Army in continued build~
up of forces and meteriel, (4) (See Map A)

o The attack which hegan on 3 July was to be a gonenal Army
effort directed at objactives extending from.CGUT&HGES in tho'
weat, through ST. IO across the entire Army front. The graatw

T} 1-5, p.7 —
(3) A-E, pe 1




est advances were to be obtained on the right flankriweat},
and the smaller advances on the left flank (east), in short a}
pivot on the left flank. The VIII Corps was to initiste the';
attaék at a speclfied tims‘and thu.ather‘cerps would ettack in
conjunction therewith on Army Order. (5)

Thla offensive had a limited objective and was & pre-'
liminary for a definite break-out from the NORMANDY BEACHHEAD
pocket. ‘ v |

A careful stﬁdy of a map of this area would reveal some
of the ccnsiderations'which dictated this attﬁck. Key terraiq,
road nets, and elbow room for tho tectical msneuver of the _
First U. S. Army, in preperation for the mounting grandéaca;eg
offensive in the near future, o : |

The ground just south of the Firat Army lines was divided

by the VIRE RIVER into two {2) relatively distinct areess.

East of the VIRE waé broken hilly counﬁry rising'staadily;teni
ward the south, and fdatured by essi-weast ridges that ren qéﬁj
cross the Allled Axls of'advance. West of the RIVER VIEE, é
the area in which the major affﬁrt was to come in ﬁhb plsnnedg
‘large scale offensive, would lead into terrain that would be-?
come increaaingly favorable for the offengive. 'Hawaver,.te '
obtain this favorable terraln and its approaches, the PFirst i
U‘rs;=ﬁrmy would'rirst have to overcome a belt of very unfavorn-
able terrain which favored the desfenders in every respect; i
cover-concealment, road net,'terrnin obataclea, etc. This |
belt of unfavorable terrain extended from & - 10 miles in |
depth, sand any large scale offensive mounted prior to holding'
the key terrain and road nets concelivable might well bog down|

187 a-1, p. o4 ;'




against the German defanses before getting a rolling start
and prevent the emplbyment of the U, S. Armored strength.

The sluggish streams that converge on CARENTAN FLOW from -
south or southwest In wide marshy flood plainé cut by drainaege
ditches and otherwise devold of cover, Any attack from the
CARENTAN area would have to débouch along two (2) relative
narrcew corrlders tetween thesze water barriers. One élong the

axls of the CARENTAN-ST. JEAN-HE—DAIE~ST.‘LO HIGHWAY, the

other along the CARENTAN ~ PERIERS ROAD. This 1imited and

restricted meneuver and would present the Germnn forces with
every opportunity for concentrated defense, againat frontal
attack. L

Further west, beyond axtensive marshes, of the upper
SEVES RIVER was & belt of hills which, combined with the large
MOHTnCASTRE FOREST controlled the important road Junctions.
S .
Here the enemy had time to organize a very extensive line of
reslstance to protect his flank on the sen.

No_where on the front west of the VIRE RIVER was the ter¢

rain sultable for an effort at rapid bregk-through, on for th¢

full exploitation of the First U. S. Army's fagt growing

strength in mumbers and msteriel. (6)

It was for the purpose outlined above that the July of-
fensive of the First U. S. Army wes planned and put into ef-
fect, on 3 July 1544, At the opening of thé attsck the Firat;'
U, S. Army had four Corps on the line, from left to rlght as ;
follows: V Corps, XIX Corps, VII Corps and VIIT Corps. (Ses
Mep &) | : o

The XIX Corps was to be the mein effort and would joln
18T &<Z, p. 1-2




in the attack after the other three (3} Corps had begun their g
attacks, all on Army Order. é

XIX CORPS GENERAL SITUATION | . |

;y‘l- | The XIX Corps had two divisiona in line at the start of
Z:j[:::tjfthe offenslve, 29th on theﬁiff? the 30th Infantry Division on
the right, one division In reserve, the 3d Armored in vicinity
ﬁ;ij:; ,of ISINY. The 35th Division was on its way to FRANCE from i
' dﬁ?ﬁ ENGLAND scheduled tc¢ reinforce the sttack of the Corps on its;'
arrival in FRANCE. (7) (See Nap B) | |

XIX CORPS PLAN'GF ATTACK

At the start of the attack the Corps held a position
nearly fifteen (15) miles wide, astride the winding VIRE RI?E&.
For 8ll tactical purposes splltting the attacking zone into
two (2) sub zohea, eaéh presenting 1ts own\problem. (See Mgp.
B)

At the start of the attack the left wipg of the_corps ex;
tended south in & considereble sallent et varying distances. f
From the objectlve, énd rlanked bﬁ the VIRE RIVER. Weat of ;
that water barrier the right wing of the Corps was on a gen- .i
éral line some ten (10) miles farther from the Corps objaqtivé

 (ST. LO snd the high ground in its vicinity). |

. The Corps Commander, Mejor General Charles H. Corlett
aimed his first blow at the right of the VIRE to bring his
right flank on line;'té aﬁéist the VII Corps on.his-right,r %
and also cover the flank of units along the VIRE RIVER.

The 30th Infantry Division supported by the llBth Gavalry

(7} 5-2, pt 2_3




Group made this effort, .
The 29th Division on the left was to hold until the line
had been straightened snd attack on Corps Order. (8)

OBJECTIVE OF XIX CORPS

. v b o
er\ SN :* : The objJective of the XIX Corps was the high ground esst

?‘"j-

Ky
0,

Sy

~  and west of ST, IO. The city of ST, LO itself held small

military value, but derived its mllitary importance from the
?Q\‘hnb of the rosd net it commanded. The main arteries lead in
every direction from the north éame h1ghnays connecting it
with CARENTAN end ISIGNY, eastward, roads suitable for heavy
traffic lead toward CAUMONT end BAYEUX. To the west runs a
road to PERIERS end LESSAY, southwest is the COUTANCES HIGH-

WAY.  (9) (Ses Map B)

ENEMY SITUATION

Enemj forces in front of the XIX Corps belong to boeth the

LXXXIV and IXI Parachute Corps: on the right of the Corps, west
of the VIRE were elements of the 17th 88 Panser Grenadier Divi-

slon, units of this division facing Corps was the 32th Armored

Infantry, and Battle Group Heintsz, consiating of four (4) bat-

talions. On the left of the zone was the 5524 Infantry Divi-
sion. These umits while not up to full strength were consideﬁ-

ed to be crack troopé, and exparianced. (10) (See_Map B)
SUPPLY

Supply at thls point constituted no outstending problems.

However, a restriction had been limposed on the firing of artiﬁ-

(8) .&"ér, P 6
(8) a-6
(10) a-2, p. 7
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lery, -primarily in order to sasiat in the build-up for the

coming offenaive.

SSTH DIVIS ION ENTRANCE

The 35th Infantry Division landed in FRANCE 5-7 July
1944, and moved frdﬁ assembly areas. in vicinité of COLILE-
 VILIE-SUR-MERE to mssume their assigned sector in the line up
of the attacking echelon of the XIX Corps 9-10 Jqu'1944‘ On
- the night of @ Julj Ma jor General Beede lasued Fleld {Order 2
ﬁhidh directed the 137th end 320th Iﬁfantry Reglments to enteﬁ
battle poaiticna, relieving elements of the 29th and 30th In-I'
fantry Divisions in the vicinity of LA MBAUFFE, FRANCE. The |
. ling occupied by the 35th Infantry exbtended from the VIRE RIV-
")‘;f ~éﬁ;iﬁove LA MEAUFFE in a southeastwardly direction through
LA RIVEIRE to LA NAGOLLORIE. The 137th Infantry on the right

Infantry was deployed to the left, with the 134th Infantry heid
in Corps reserve, under commend of Major General Charles H.

Corlett. (l1) (See Map C - 35th Inf Div dispositions)

1&*
e
fﬁﬁig' DISPOSTTION OF THE 137TH INFANTRY

During the night of 9 July the 137th relieved the 119th :

_ Infantry, 30th Infantry Division., The Order of Battle was,

the 1st Battalion on the right, 24 Battalion on the left, the’
3d Battalion wes held in division reserve. (12) (Ses Map C)

LOCATIONS OF UNITS

It was at thia stage of the engagomant when most of us in

(12} a—4 p. 13
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the Regiment began to take stodk ﬁf the surrdnnding terrain
in front of and to ell sides of us, "“Hedgerows" and more

hedgerows, and wondered'just how in the hell we were going to=
mount s succeasful attack, froﬁ.andnthrcugh them, These hedgee=

rows were something new and different, many snd varied were the

descriptions of them., A careful study of a(E?Eé%EEi;herial
photograph ar an area would reveal about 3, 900 hedged en-
closures within an area of eight (8) square miles. Thase hadgﬁ-
rows ran along the aides of and sepsarated the flelds which
would measure about 50 = 100 yards across, and were Ifrom flve
to thirty feet 1n height, depending on the smount and type of
vegetation that oavered iﬁ. The basea of thmﬁe hedgerows :
.we¥a mounds of thickly packed rocks and esarth, tepped wiﬁh alﬁ
'fonms of growth from full thickafa to age gnarled trees. The%
density of the bases and the vegetation therson, provided s
cover snd concesalment no man could have devised. But nature
proved even more hslpful in proviﬁing sunken roads, trails andy
paths betwesn some of these hedgerows.

The enemy as we were to learn the hard wey, had 1noor=

porated these hedgerows into his plan of auatainaﬁ'dofense
and applied all their characteriastics to his advantage, ‘in the
cover snd conceslment provided fields of fires, movement of
troops, supply and evacuation.

During our intensive tralning prhase of preparations in ?
ENGLAND no 1nstruetions or suggestions were issued on the
tactical applicatlon of such weird type of terrain. This paiﬂt

will be further emphasized later in this study.

11



SITUATION AT 0600, 11 JULY 1944

| At OGQO hours, 1l July'the 1st and 24 Battallons Jumped 5
off in the attack, precededlby an artlllery .barrage of twanty{
{20) minutes duration. In the right sector of thé Eegimnnta1$.
zons thé.lst Battalion attacked with B Company on the right,

C Company on the left, with A Company in battelion raserfe.

In the left sector of the regimental zone the Ed‘Battalion
attacked with F'Gompany on the right, B ﬁcnpgny‘on\tha left,
and G Company in reserve, The 3d Bettalion in Division Re=
serve was directed to compieta plans for counterattack with;ﬁ
the division zone, to establish lialson with Divisien-Haad-y
guarters, QEOth‘Regimental Headguartera and 157th'Regimuntalg
Headquarters, To provide flank protection for the division |
slong the VIRE RIVER and to be prepared to assist the 1at'_

end 24 Battallons in the attack. (13) (See Map C)

3D BATTALION SITUATION

During the preparation phsse of the atteck, the 3 Bat-%
talion gtaff'was busily engeged in making plens end recon- '
~ naissance to carry out its miaaipn of dlvislon reaerve; Thi&
~was all done in the best of meneuver style planning to ine
clﬁdn writton:ordera, éﬁqflay attached, reconﬁaisanﬁos re- _
porta; otc}, which wes delivered to Divisibn G=3 ag presurih&d
st 2400, 10 July 1044. This was the first and last written
-. order of the battle until a confirming ord#r wag written an,é
the lest combat action engagad in on the ELEE RIVER In GERw |
MANY, May 1945, some ten (10) months later. |

On the morning of 11 July the battalion staff assumed |

{13) A=4, p. 13; Personal knowledge
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their ‘duties of 1lsison with units of the division, Ths
Batta}ioﬁ Exedﬁﬁiva Offlcer reported to the Divialen (=3, !
Battalion Bed raporte& to the Regimental Commander 137th"
Infantry, the Heavy Wespons Commsnders reportsd to #ha Com~
manding Officer 320tH Infantry, Communications from these
outfits had been established prior to the attack and the
battalion was‘raady to move to accomplish any of its meny
agaigned missions. ﬂ

At 1430 hours ghe 34 Battallon reverted to the control
of the parent orgenization, 137th Infantry which was then
commanded by Brigadier General Sebree, thq regiqcntalleam*
mander having become a casualty in the first hour of the |
attack, | |

At 1830 hours, 11 July the bsttellon was ordered to

Loian”
attack”%hrough & gap between the two leading battallons

with the mission of cutting the BT. LO - PONT B
WAY. (14) (See Map D) S o

BATTALTON PLAN OF ATTACK

The battalion plan of attack was to attack in & column
of companles. Frimarlly to evold the observation and fire
from the strong point of ST, GILES, which was holding up the
1st Bettalion. |

. Company I, commanded by Captein Orren L. Bissterféld,
to make the initial attack, followed by K Gompany, commanded
by antain'ﬂuhert H. 8tephens, L Compsany 1n.resérva, eomman@?
ed by Captein Douglas R. Thomas, to follow E Company by'soa
yards, Heavy Wespons Gompany‘in close support. last Platoon

(14) &=4, p. 14 | ' 5
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of Haohine Guns to rollow I Company, 24 Platoon of Hachine
Gung to follow X Gompany. 81 mm Mortar Platoon initially
under battalion control to follow L Company, M Gcmpany to
furnish Mortaer Observera, to L and K cnmpanies.

o .

Resalizing the difficultiasiaf the anti-tenk platoon
in traveraing such weird .terrain and having no roads or
trails available to him, initlally the Battalian Gonmander,
Lt Col Albert M. Butler decided to hold these guns in mo'bila‘j
reserve, ander command of the Battalion ﬁxeeutiva Officer, |
Major Paul N. Btansbﬁry. The AntiuTank Leader to accompany |
the Battalion Command Group. The Battalion Aid Stetion was
to follow the reaerve company. Here again the Battallon
Commender sxercised good judgement and prior planﬁing in
T his instructions to the Battalion Surgeon, Ceptain Donald P, ?
Trees: "Place your aid station behind the battalion in such g
2 manner as to care for any and ell cesualties we may have." i
His trust in the B;ttalion Surgeon was not mlisplaced. There-i
after the Ald Station was always ready and In position to .
carry out its mission of supporting the Battalion,

Thé Battallon Commander divided his staff as follows:
The Foreward Command Group consisted of the Battalion Come i
mander, S=3, S-2 snd his sectlon snd the Heevy whgpnns.cqmpl |

pany Commender. The Rear Command Group or Cormend Post was

commsnded by the Battalion Executlve Officer and consisted

of Headquarters Company (minus). The battalion motor pool,
and the suppix sergeaﬁta w/hasistantg from sll companles,
Under thls set up the Battallon Executive 0fficer was charged%
with the misaion of administratidn'and supply for the batw
tallon. This resulted In relieving the Battalion Gaﬁm&nﬂar_:

14



end Compeny Commenders of all incidentsl worries and they
could devote thelr minds snd efforts toward fighting tﬁéir
commands, (15) | .

* In ahorﬁ_the commanders mefaly stated thelr needs over
the Battellon Radio net, and the Rear Gommﬁnd Growp made an
all out effort to deliver it to the spot, At times it was
necesgary for the Battallon Executive Officer to persdn&lly
conduct carrying parties forward to sssure thelr arrival,
this was just another additianal duty. o

The battallon kltchens reverted to regimentai control

and remained there for the following actlion.

The smmunition and piéneer plétoon carrled out lts mise
sion of ammnition supply end later was available ror hnnd
carrying rations and ﬁatar. . . |

‘Blanket rolls were stacked in ﬁhe regimental reserve
ares, and were to be tranaported-férward'an 6ampaﬁy vehicles
on o8ll. This call was not mede until the evening of 15
July. There being little need, or opportunity for'bedrolls'j

in the days to follow,

MOVEMENT TO LINE OF DEPARTURE

The battalion left the reserve asgemﬁly arsa in tha
vicinity of LA MEAUFFE, FRANCE, ‘at 1630 hours, 11 July, in
a ¢olumn of eomganiés I, E, and L. Company M, minus the
machine gun platoons, foilowing T and K Companies.
Headquarters Compeny ﬁhd the Rear Command Group was to
follow later, | |
| fhe A & P Platoon proceeded the battalion to the final

' agsembly area in rear of the 2d Battalion's position with
(18) 4=8
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the axtra ammunition, which was to be isau;d there,

The Battalion Commsnder had selected the area during é
the course or_preparihg the regimental reserve plans; and
all cbmmanders'were familler with these plans, and thelr
application on the ground.

However, on arrivel at this location, the Battallon
Commander at the head of the column found this entire area |
- was under enemy fire due to a shift in the fighting within |
the paat few hours. .It becgme necessary for the A & P
Platoon to lssue the extra smmmunition in chow-line fashipn
as the columm paaﬁed along the road at a alow rune |

- The léading'eiemenﬁs of the battalion came under enemy
6bservaﬁion as they crossed in rear‘of the 2d Battalion's
position, still a few hundred yards short of the Line of
Departure assigﬁad them, The enemy opened fire on elementa
of I and K Companiéa, however, through the leadership and | i
strong efforts of the Company Commanders, and with the ﬁnver!
provided by the hedgerows, the battalion reached the Line af:
Departure with no physlcal contact with the enemys The_bats!
talion experienced its first casuaities here, three (3) men_l
of I Company snd one (1) of K Company aﬁfréred wounds from
-shell fragmenta, . i

About 1930 hours the Line of Departure was reached by
I Company, and,nndsr‘the protectlon ofihadgerawa I end K i
Companies reorgénizsd. |

Contact was established with G Gamrany on the left,

;but contact with the lst Battalion on the right was ime
possible by reason of the enemy position arcund the chmreh 1
of ST. GILES, - | | ]

16




The 34 Battalion was now in the lineé and ready to
 attack in conjunction with the 2d Battalidn on Regimental

L]

Orders, (See Map D)
NARRATION
ATTACK THROUGE THE HEDGEROWS

Compeny I, under the aggressive leadership of Captain
Blegterfeld, jump&d-off in the attack at 0800 hours, 12
July with two (2) platoons sbreast, following the general
line of hedgerows. ULittle resistance was encountered as
‘the company moved forward toward the high'ground asoutheast |
of ST. GILES. Company I advanced some 300 to 500 yards
when the leading elements received fire from thelr ieft
front, which was qulekly reduced and the company contimued
1ts advance, fluahing out the securlity elements of the |
enemy a8 they advanced,

Company K followed, echeloned to the right rear, this .;

djfbrmation allowed the Batt&lion Commender to atback 1nit1a11y

on & narrow front and avold the enemg's atrong_gnaition

eround 8T. GILES, Further, this gave some small degree of i
—— i

protection ta the right flenk which was exposed to the
uncovered area along the VIRE RIVER.

Gompaniea I and K continued the advance and gained
BIGHWAY 3 about 1000 yards southesast of ST. GILES by 1400
hours, where both companies were held up by atroﬁg enemy

resistence, mine filelds and booby ireps, _ |

Captain 8 reported by redic his positicn |
and requested help. Thé Battalion Commander directed the

17 |



83=3 to contact aaptain Biesterfeld and find out whnt the
'situation WaS .

On reaching I Company O.P. the S-3 was oriented by
Captain Biesterfeld with s visual reconnaissance of Comw
peny I's positien. The S~3 then reccmmended that Captaln
Bieaterreld comnit hls suppurt platoon around ta his left, |
this was carrled out and enabled I Company to gain the next |
hedgerow. Placling the front line two haadgerata beyond
HIGHWAY ‘3. | | |

K Compeny continued a glow sdvence against enemy out=
posts until raachiﬁg a genersl line with L Company, where 1
they were held up by machine gun fire, Captaln Stephens
comulitted hls support plaﬁoon with no gaiﬁ 1n_grannd. 1

The machine gun platoons follewing Ga@paniéa I and K
were of little ﬁae in this ihibial gction ﬁainly because
of their bulk and hlgh sllhoustte when mounted ibop the
hedgerows. The Heavy Weapons Commander decided to sbandon
the haary.mounta and use the guns layed mcross the tops of
the embankments or thrust through the hedge. This proved
to be sucocessful, hut costly in c¢rews, in that wherever a
gun was pushed through the brush end fired, = 'nll aimed
burst came back, and 1n g very few minutes a bharrage af
120 morters would descend on yhn area. (16)

The 81 mm mortar pl?tcan set up in a poaition about
350 yeards behind HIGHHKf S reedy for &cﬁlon, but agaln
difficulties were experisnced, The observers in the hsdée-

' rows became casualties in ettempting to‘bpot targets, further

the second time the morters fired, counterfire was placed

(16) Personal knowledge |
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on thelr position knocking out one gun, and camalng several
casualtles among the crewa, The Heavy Weapons Commender
directed the Company Executive Officer to take over the
morters and fire ﬁrea targets until more observers could
be placed 1ln the front 1ine-campanies. -Dgring the first
day little support was givén by the 81 mm mnrtari.
However the artillerj.was coﬁing 1nt6 its own thet
first day. The ForwarGVOBsorvora with the front line com=
panies performed great work in placing firea where they
were needed, -
During #he firat day frequent breaics in wire come
manications cocurred due to enemy shelling. The SCR 300
and 3CR 536 radlios functioned well end eontacﬁ was maine
‘tained throughout the ection with all compsnies.
| Company K gained two (Z2) more hedgerows (some 850 yﬁrﬂs%
'.abant 1845 hours, in e short but heavy fire fight, This pnt%
the forward elements of K Company in a positien from which
they received flanking firea from both flanks.
 About 2200 hours the Battslion Commsnder received
orders from Regiment to hold up the attack until the folis
lowing morning, snd to secure his position for the nighti (1?)
. Compsny L wea not employed on the line the first day
of mction, but was in position on the right flsnk of the
battalion which was exposed, there being seversl hedgsrow
flelds between the right flenk of the battalion and the
' VIRE RIVER. Company L had been subjected to several severe
enemy morter and artillerj“barrages during the afternoon and.

late evening, .(seé Map D

(17) Personsl kmowledge
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SECOND NIGHT IN ACTION

The Battalion Commsnder iseued orders to the two (2)
attacking rifle compenles to halt the attack about 2215
hours aﬁ&‘to provide asecurlty to the front, Company T was
directed to secure the left flank to include the road, \Gour?
pany K was directed to secure the right flank to inelude
the road, L Company was tc provide security for the afea
of the battalion, limiting thelr patrols to a distance of
- about Boo.yarda northeast of the road. (18)

Afser a starf sonference with ‘the 8-3, Artillery Lisison
0fficer and the Heavy Wespons Commander the Battelign Come
mander issued orders to K Compsny Commander to withﬂrni'hisé
forward elements baock to a general line with I Company to i
provide a tighter security, and to relieve K Company of the
increasingly heavy harassing mortar and srtillery fire they
were being aubjected to. (19) ‘

The following plan of action for the mext days stteck |
‘waa completed, and dellvered to the compsny commanders by %
the S-3. | .

Compenies I end K were to contimus the atteck ab 0800 '
hours, 13 July. L Gémpany'tas to move up to position on |
. the right of K compgny e helf hour prior to daybresk, and
‘attack at 0800 hours. |

The 219th Field Artillery was to fire a thirty mimmte
preparation across the battalién front, H =5 mimutes the |
concemtration was plﬁnneﬁ to fall within 100 yards of the |
front line, at 0800 hours lirﬁf{iaolyards et which time thd?
battalion was to attack., Thereafter the fires wers to 1155 |

100 yards succeasively on call of the Battalion Commender,

{18) Personal knowledge
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Conipany Gommand;rs werse insﬁruetad to report by radlo
when they were ln position end reedy for the fires to be
lifted, _
Wire heads were té follow Compeniez L and I.
The Battelion Commender directed that the S=2, Se3
and the Heavy Weapons bom@any Commander would be with the
Company Commenders to assist in controlling this relling
barrage. | ' |
The machine gun platoons remained with Companies I snd ;
K, mortar observers were replaced during the night end were |
to rire ocn the sunken road In front of I coﬁpany and the
one between I and K. (20) | |
Little support could be given to I Company initially
due to the hsawgg; wooded area directly to thelr front.
During the night the enemy maintained eanesntfationa
.of mortars and artillery within the battallon srea, which
qﬁ%gyammzingly aecnraﬁe, resulting in a number of cagusltles
throughout the night and a complete 1osa'af resat for gll.
During lulls in ﬁﬁé firing the sound of well directed
shovels could be heard improving and deépéning foxholea |
along side and underneath the hedgerows, a trick that hed
been learned from the Germens during the day as‘we_took overkﬂ
his fortified positions. | | |
It was found that a resupply of rations and small arms
ammnition wes not required. All companles reporting suf-
ficlent rations for the next day, All reporting thet the
" men had not esten during the confuaion and excitement of

their first day in battle. The status of small arms smm-

nition was explained by resson of the memn not firing until
(20) Personal kmowledge
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they had a target to shoot at, and so very few targets hed
been seen during the day. (21)

SECOND DAY OF ATTACK (15 JULY 1944)

At 0730 hours the artillery prepsrations began to
cover the ares as plammed, ’ |
At 6755 the Battallon Commender contected the S=3,
219th Field Artillery to assure himaself of the coordination
of flres as planned.  Company Gammnnﬁars were eantaeﬁbd and
reporteé-gll in readiness for the atteck. At 0800 hours the %
artillery lifted and all three (3) companies jumped off. |
Company I requested the lifting of ;rtillery fire sbout
0810, followed closely by K Compsny. Gﬂmpnnf‘n on the right
reported recelving fire from thelir right flahk but resched é
thelr 100 yard objestive about 0830,
These same tactics Were repeated three successive times
for an advance of about 350 yards., Little resistance i&a
sncountered except.on the right flank of L Company which.
consisted of some small arms fire and morter firea; *

7

About 1000 hours the szame plan of firq*uanouwar-wus

attempbed again, but with no suoccess. As the‘urtillery_
lifted and the compsnies ;uuped off they were met with & w
blast of machine gun amd small arms fire allsalong the line,
Within s metter of mﬁnnteq the enemy ranged in with mortar
barrages Rerpeges ﬁn tho'positiona of the front line comw
panles, csusling a large number of casualiless

No further gains were made during the day,

About 1400 hours the battallon begen to receive in-
tensive artillery and mortar fire along the front lines,

(21) Personsal knowledge
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and extending about 800 to 900 yards to the rear.
I Company reported a counterattack. The Battalion
Commander directed I Gompanyrto held, anﬂ‘artlllery fire
" waa fequeatqd and'received on the ares to the front of I
Compeny . | |
I Company wez succesaful in stopping the counterattack,
but nét without severe losses in men and officers. The Come
pany Commsnder snd Executive Officer were killed, the weaponn]
Platoon Leader, the-Artillqry Farward'Observer and tha-uaahinh
Gun Leader of ¥ Company were wounded. The loss of these :
lesders snd key officers coupled with the loss of & mumber
of aicellant NCO's and riflemen, left I Company badly dis=-
organized. o ' |
The Battalion 8-3 took over the task of reorganiszing
the company under the command of young 24 Llsutenant ishley;
the junior afriper.of tﬁe compeny, a few minutes prior, but
now the senicr_and'only officer remalning with I Company.
With the able assistance of several excellent NCO's and
privates the reofganization was completed and I Company
was ready to go sgsin, badly battered and sheken, but ti}l—,i
ing to fight. (22) '
During this reorgenizatipn the Battallion Commander
had shifted elements of K Company over behind I Compsny in -
cage the enemy pressed his attack. (23) |
" About 1800 hours L Company ettempted to advanee by a
sudden-mass eroasing of the hedgerows to their-frant, but
was stopped cold, end received the customsry avtillerjy and
mortar barrsge in return} This anddan'attack by L Company

(22) Personal knowledge
(23) a~6 |
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dlsclosed the positions of three strong ﬁoints and one (1)
selrapfopelled 88 mm gun, however, these tergets were report-
ed to the Artillery Limison Officer snd the artillery was quick
to engage them, Thersa mu S.P. was knocked out and fires
along L Gowpény'a front waz reduced somewhat,.
| The forced withdrawel back scross the hedgerow left a
number of casualtles laylng on the forward side of the eme
bankment that ecould not be recovered until darkneés felle

About 2200 hours the attack was c¢called off for the
night..’The Battelion Commander directed all compenies to-
secure their positions end to prepare to attack the follow=
ing morning. (See Map D)

During the days cperations all'cuapaniea reported our
artillery falliﬁg short causing casusltlies and conslderable
wistrust of the artillery smong the men. -

This is explalnable by the methods the enemy used in
renging in with counter-fire of mortars each time ocur artile
lery fired. In the battlefleld nolse and confusion, that
falnt whileper of mortars falling In could not be heard, therew~:
fore officers and men_flike'in thelr confusion blnmed the are |
til@ary for ahoft rouﬁéa and cesualtlies, which actually was
regults of enemy action, |

Oﬁe other conrﬁaing report reocﬁuring throughout the
day was the ever prevalling report of 88 mm fire, every
round was reported as a 88 :mm S.P. gun firing it, This
resulted in inaeeufate shell rqportq end confusion of the
artillery in counter=-fire attempté. | |
During the course of the days fighting all of the bat=

talion staff had occasion to remark of the large smount of
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individual end crew equipment strewn about the battle posie-
tion, Everything from meat cens to machine guns. It should
be recalled here that thls was a naw.unit in combat, under- |
golng ﬁheif first baptism of fire, and of course had entered
battle cerrying full equipment, Including such items as signal
panels, extras shoestrings, etc., However, in all fairneas to.
members of the battelion, a 1arge part of this equipment re=-
sulted from casuslties. When a man wes wounded, and started
for the rear he would drop all of his equipment, further the
2ild men wou;d relieve a man of.all his equipment prior to

carrylng him out.

THIRD NIGHT TN BATTLE

After the forward sreas of the battalion had been
secured for the night, the Battalion Commsnder and S-3 again
planned the atteck for the following day, (this became a
nightly ritual for the battalion staff end was never neglected
thereafter) 14 July 1944. (24) |
7 One platoon of tanks from the 737th Tank Battellon was
attached for this sttack, (25)

The following plans were getwup for 0700 hours, 14 iulﬁ.
K Gompﬁny reinforcad hy.tha platoon of tenks was to mske the
main effort slong the sunken road in their sone, then acrdaa.
two open flelds toward HIGHWAY 2, the Regimentel objectives

I Compsny on the 1eft'fo ad#anoe undex the proﬁection
of K Company's advance and to secure the left flaenk of the
battalion, At thls time there existed & gap of sbout 600
yerds between the 2d end 3d Battsllons, the 2d Battalion

{24) Perzonel kncwlodge
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being held up by a strong point of the enemy M.L.R. which was
referred to as en ideal school solutlon for the defense of this'
araé,.by the G-2 of XIX Corps. (26)

L Gbmpany on the right to attack in conjunction with K
Company end the tenks., &s an élternate plen, one (1} section
of the tanks would be ahifted to L Company's erea if there
appeared a possible route of advance for tanks. An artillery
rolling barrage was planhed'for 0700 houras without the prior
preparation fires of the previaua.day; This was an attempt
to deceive the enemy as to the tims of atbeck. (27)

This was to be the initiel operation of this battalion
as InfantryfTank team, end experiences from this sction pro-
vided much toward later integrated tesm operations which was
to'develop to a high degree before the end of the hostiliﬁiea. |

During the night, rationa, water and smmunition and medl-
cel supplies were brought foarward and distributed by the per-
sonnel of the battalion-train (cocks, clerks, éupply aergaants
end members of the A & P Platoon).

Thia wﬁg Strictly & hand-carried operetion, due to the
lack of roads or tralls avaellable and elso due to the heavy
shelling the battallon was subjected to twenty-four hburn ]
day. Further, the nolse of a few vehicles would be easily '
located, and result in additionsl shelling.

After derkness fell, the medics of the battalion won the
enduring admliretion and everl#ating thénks of the battalion
for thelr attention to duty and disregard of danger in hand-
carrying ail of the wounded of the battalion from the forward
areas, At tlmes crawiing forward of ﬁhe front lines to reach

12€) A-2, pe 1
(27) Personal kmowledge
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members uho'weré.uounded earlier in the day, end 1n'p1aeea
where no man could have gotten to during daylight end returned
allve. The Battalion Surgeon himpelf, acted as & litter bear
er, until the srrival of reinforcements from the Corps Cleer-
ing Station.

The casualties to date had been extremely heavy in of-
‘ficers end senior NCO's. Compsny I was left with one (1) of-
ficer and had lest a large portion of their XCO's. - cmw K,
commhnded by Ceptain Stephena, had three offieers, snd had
lost heavily in Squad Leaders. L dephny now conmended by
Lieutenant Dogget had-three officers of which one more was
wounded just brior to the attack hour the following morning.

Gémpany M had lost through casualtieﬁ both Machine Gun
Platoon Leaﬂers. The 81 mm Mortar Platoon Leader was evac-
nated as a C.E. case.

| Gompany Commander recrganized with Lieutenant Hutton
in charge of the 81 mm mortaers. With instructlons to fire
all 8lx guns the next day, even if 1t waz only in the gcnernl
direction of ST. ‘LO. The Company Executive COfficer, Lieu-
tenent Decker was placed in command of the machine gun pla-
toons, with the Platoon Sergesnts in direct charge of thelir
platoons. A modifled B. A. R. mount which had been madiriad
by M Company Comnander and the Raginantal 8-4, Major R. E.
Frizzelle, was issued for use on the heavy guns during the
next day, lt proved to be supeéerlor to the ordinary mount for
use in the hedgerows. (28)

The lst Platoon, under commsand of Technicel Sergeant
Hupp in I Company's ares dug through the foriafd hedgefats
{28 Personsal knowliedge. - ‘
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during the night. Resulting in aome excellent firing posi-
tions, and support of I Compeny the next morning.
Hadio.famainad the principsl ﬁogns of communications for
the day. Wire was layed to rifle companies, snd to forward
observers, but was of little use by reason of the conatant in-

terruptions caused by' enemy shelling and breaking of wire.

FOURTH DAY IN BATTLE

At 0700 14 Jaly 44, K Company supported by the platoon of
tanks, and artillery, Jumped-off. By 1200 hours they had
reached a line about 400 yards short of HIGHWAY #2, by -passing
the strong point of a group of farm buildingg on thelr righ;
end in front of L Company. Suffering the loss of (4) of the
(5) supporting tanka; there they were held up for the day de-
spite repested attempts to advhnee.

L Compeny on the right using.the old doctrine of fire and
movement succeeded in flanking the strong point to their front
and reduced it., Making the first large capture of enemy troops
a total of €1 prisoners. After the capture of this strong -
point L Company succeedéd in réaching a line about 50 yards to
the rear of K and extending back about 200 yards alang the riv-
er road along their right flank.

I Compeny on the left flank, experienced the same heavy
resistance of the pravious‘days, and despita &ll their probF
1ng efforts gain little ground,

About 1000 hours the battalion recelved two (2) tank
destroyers from the 664th Tank Destroyer Battalion, which% |
placed 1n support of I Compeny. Uaina these T, D, 8 as self-
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pfopelled egsaault guns T/Sgt. Gunazoles, piatoon 3gt., comrr
msnding the lst Platoon of I Compeny succeeded in blasting the
wey clear for an edvance of about'EOO yards for I Company. (29)

During the late afternoon K'Gompany was extended to the |
right taking over L Company's Zone of Action which had gradual-
1y narrowed into a platoon front. L Company was moved over to
the ieft of the Eattalion to pineh out I Compsny . About 1900
hours I Company was sble to withdraw from the left flank.
This could be effected ﬁy reason of the success enjoyed by the
last Battellon in their attack, thfough the gap between the ird
and énd Battalions. The lst Battalion had succeeded in reach-
ing a line ebout 200 yafda ghort of tﬁat held by the 3rd Bat-
telion, (20) | | '

The anti-tenk platoén was brought forward and took up
- posltiona covering the aeconﬂary road along the VIRE RIVER,
and protecting the right flank of the battalion.

K Compeny was now in a position to commsnd the Jjunetion
of HIGHWAYS 2 end Eb,-&hé regilmental objective, however, the
objective was not yet secured. Further the commend of this
important R. J+ relieve some pressure on the I th Division
across the VIEE RIVER. |

About 2000 hours the battalion was secured for the night.
Company K and L previding security to thg_front end flanks, I
Compeny petrolling the rear of the battel ion.

The battalion aid station moved up behind I Compsny and
.was ready for action, route of evacuwation through that now rali
known sunken road in the middle of the battalion ares. (See
Ma D) |

{29) Personal knowiedge -
(30) A=6
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. The Battslion O. P. moved to a location sbout 150 yards
behind K Company. (See Map D)
Sniper sction had increased during the day to such an oX=.
- tent that the Battalion Commander directed that no individusl
was to move about aiﬁg;y, but to travel in palrs or in amall
groups. The S-QIand S-3r&gieﬁirected to select one or two
riflemen to accompeny them at all times. This was not con-
sidered to be waste of manpower inaﬁmndh as the 3-2 end 8«3
had béen'pinned down on several occaslons due to sniper action
and the Battallon Commander was deprived of their staff ae-
'aistanae. (5;) | |

FIFTH NIGHT IN BATTLE

The sttack for the morning of the 15 July 44, was plammed
2 WV 0700 hours, and coordinated with lst Battalion.on the left.
Compsnles L and K were to attack and secure the ST LOG=~PONT
HERBERT HIGHWAY, (HIGHWAY #2.) I Compsny in reserve. K Come
pany retained the 2nd Plaﬁoon of machine guna of M Company.
The lst Platoon of MG!'S was shifted to the support of L Com-
| - pany. The 8lmm mortar platoon took up positions about 750
| yards in rear of K Cémpany. The artillery wes to flre a 16
minute preparation 0644-0700 hours. (32)
No tenks or TDs waes available to the battelion for the
16 July 44. By reason of the bulk of the Division's strength
béing shifted to 134th Infantry's atteck on the left of the
division ahd almed at ST LO itself. |
Lt. HuFton had succeeded during the day in getting the
8l mm morter platoon organized smd firing, using SCR 300 radlos

531} FPersonal knowledge
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for communication. No efforte naslwastéd on wire communica= -
tion. The sccuracy obtalned and the rapidity of fires from
the morters, reward the efforts dlrected toward this and,-ﬁincﬁ*"
emtesing 8etiCR. The raise of morale among the officers smé men
resulting from.thia'firing was 1teelfl s reward for misslion #c-
complished. |

As one of-the enlisted men of L Company put it. "Sure
mekes a man feel better_whenever.a private can pﬁll.in soméw

1

thing with a wallop on these W (33)

Re-éupply of rstions, ammwnitloh and water was delivered
to a battelion reiease polnt at the Junetion of the sunken
road and Hmﬂwﬁ #3. From this point delivery to the companies
was mode by carrying psrties from the kitchens and the A&P

Platoon.

ATTACK 15 JULY 1944 f~'-‘2‘_'q;-, . wr.:f(f t::.

At 0700 hours 15 July 44, the attaek Jumped—off, aupported
by artillery snd the battsllons heavy weapons, The six re-
maining heavy machine guns hed good positions having dug through
the corners of the foreward hedgerows during the night. The
light machine guns of L and K was placed in the center of the
hedgerow field and dug underneath the smbankmgntte obtain fir-
ing positions.

| The 66 mm morter erews of L and K Companies were con-
solldated under the command of the mortar section leader of K
Company, Sgt. Parks, and from a central posi%ian in rear of
.both oompanlies, rendered excellent support.
. It. Hutton using the machine gunners and platoon sgis.
83T Personal imowledge :
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in eddition to his mortar cbservers delivered S1 mm mortsr fire
on call and at will during this attack. (34)

By 0910 K Company had reached the highway. Company L on'
the left geined one hedgerow. At this time heavy machine gun,
mortar, end artlillery fires, forced these two companies to
cease the attack and digein. _ |

The pattern of the attack was repested. That of digging
through the hedgerows for fields of fire, coordination of mor=
tar, end artillery fires, _

About 1200 houra the enemy launched a strong count?re
ettack. The bulk of this attack was directed at the lst and
2nd Battalions. | |

The attack 1n the 3rd Battalion area was stopped with no
~loas in ground gained, and few casualtlea. The pr%fzfatidns
made for the sttack proved valuable in stopping thewattaek.
Those prepared flelds of fire and coordinated efforta of the
mortar and artillery fire gave the 3rd Battalion the same ade.
"vantages they hed been'fightiug agalnst for the past 4 days.

Ho further effort was made to attack during this day by
the 3rd Battelion.

About 1600 hours, the Battalion C. 0. received ordera to
the effect that the lst Battallon would shift over and relieve
the Battalion during the night. This was made possible’ by
the success of the 2nd Battelion attack during.the day, and
the bresking of stroﬁg resistance in the path of their asdvance.

By 2400 hours, 15 July 1944, the relief of the 3rd Bat-
talion had been completed, snd the battalion was assembled in’
the genersal area'of_their initial‘fiight wlth the Germans,

T{34] Personal kmowledge

32



Just north of HIGHWAY #3. (See Map E)

SUMMARY OF ACTION

After 5 1/2 days and nights of combat the 3rd Battalion
had succeeded in taking the objective given them,

Those mumbé#}or’the battalion remaining had emerged from
this shnr# period of battle seasoned veterans, in every aénae
of the term. They had learned the hard way how to epply the
hédgerow terrain to ﬁheir.use.' They hed found ways and meens
of caring for thelr wounded. |

The 81 mm mortar platoon had overcome its initisl failure,
and was now organized and ready to provide excellent support-
ing fires and had regained the respeet of battalion. Offlicers
and men alike gained the.know-how of utilizing_to the fullest,
all aveileble supporting weapons, machine-guns, mortars, both
the 8lmm and GOmm,.artillery,_tanka, tank-destroyers. And 5nw
to re-supply theﬁselvas during contact.with the enemy. Plsans
for the battlefleld recovery of salvegesble equipment were in
tﬁe msking, aﬁd, were completed and set in operstion dwring
the 16th and 17th July 1944. . _ .

For this short 5 day peridd of action, the battalion suf-
fered in killed in sction, wounded, captured, snd missing in
action, a tétal of 374 -offlicers and men. _

Communication techniques had been tested end proved. The
battal lon eohuontrated on three principle mesns, Radio; Tele-
phone gnd runners in that order.. 7
| - The system of supﬁly wl thin the battalioﬁ was found to;
be workable, and resulted In good control Ey the Baﬁtalion
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Ce 0. plus relieving the new company commenders of this addi-
tional load allowing them to devote their main effort toward
fighting their-unit&.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

l. TERRAIN ARD ENEMY POSITIONS

The Germans had taken full advantage of the terrain, across
which the battalion was to attack. Choosing his own defensive
position with care to provide good observatidn,'rields of fire,
and mutual support of his strong points. There poaitiqn had
been planned and prepared long in advence of tha'attack, aé
evidenced by the terrific fight necessary to overrun them, In
2ll fields defended by the Germems, 1t was found, there were
well placed machine gun ﬁoaitiona in each corner of the field

ing each other. Thene were well dug in camouflage; positions

perﬁitting graging fire across four flelds, mutuagiy support-.
along the edges of the fleld for individusl riflemen plus the
usual connecting trenches. In addition, the supporting fires
ofrthe enemy was well planned to include-xeroing 1n of weapons
aﬁd barragea,' In short they had the school solutlion, and ap-
plied 1t with declisive force. |

For some unexplained reason (it could heve bsen exﬁlained

by reasons of security prior to the invasion of 6 June 44, but

not some 36 days thereafter) no warnings or instructions were

- given on such a weird phenomen of terraln as the hedgerows of

Normendy. 4t no time during the training phase in Englend, or
the plenning phase of this attack from the time of lending in
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France, moving up to and the relief of elements of two.{a) _
veteran Divisi&ns, was this vital subject (conduct of the at-
tack thru Hedgerows) mentioned. It is conceivsble that with

thé éxplanation of ways and meuﬁs of attacking hedgerows, the
losses in men and eguipment could have been reduced, through

prior planning, close goordination of supporting weapons snd

the individusl rifiemen.

2. SUPPORTING WEAPONS
.~ HACHINE GUNS

Firing support provided by the battalions orgenic heavy
weapons pfoved inedequate initially, primarily due to lasck of
good observatioﬁ, and fields of fire.

In esch attack as the machine gunners exposed themselves
in efforts to galn positions from which they could fire oniﬁhe
enemy poaitiﬁn ‘e enemy, from his carefully praparéd end
concealéd positions, brought in his supporting fires to neutral-
ize or knock out the guns and crews. This was extremely coatly
in trained crews, and guns. | |

~ Through the school of e#peri&néc’ﬁ Gcﬁpany devised two
- methods of overuoﬁing this. |
| One (1) The adébtion of the BAR mount to the Heavy
Machine-gun, by welding & clamping band onto the BAR Mount
that could be clamped around the water-jacket of the gun, this
method permitted the gun to be mounted on the usual mount at
will or across the embankments sandbag fashion. ;

~ Two (2) By stealing & page from the German's memual, end
digging thru or underneasth the eﬂbﬁnkments as they did.
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81 MN MORTARS

The 81 mm‘mortar platoon provided inadequate support
initially due to the lack.of confidence in themselvesa, their
platoon leader, and their weapons. .The lack of confidence in
their weapons resultéd, from too much dry firing and not enough
live ammunition practice. Plus the fact they could not see
"what, or where their rounds landed,®

The lack of confidence in their platoon leader was justi-
fied. This was recognized‘and corrected at sn early date by
the Company Commander but not before conaidarabla'daﬁagé to
morale occurred,

Commmunications within the platoon proved inadequate.
Wire in such heavy shelling aa the area was subjected to, was
imposslible to melntain. One break in the wire would require
time and men from the platoon to repair. Results, no cummnnicar.
tions with observers, no firing. SCR 536 radios falled due
- to distance and the terrain. On the fourth and fifth day when
the platoon, and qbaarvers were equipped with thelscR 300
radlo, eqmmupications-ﬁere good, snd the platoon began to fire,
and regain their confidence in their sbility to fire snd hit
targets. Further ﬁh&y became battle-ﬁisa in self-preservation
which permitted them to sbsorb the counterfire plaéed on thelr

positions and then return it twofold addressed to the Germana,

S« RIFLE COMPANY SUPPORTING WEAFONS

Rifle Compeny officers and men alike falled to include
the 60 mm mortars, and the light machine gun seétions in the
attack, through ignorance, or confusion and excitement of their
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first battle. In training deye end through ell maneuvers, 1t
was standard practice for the Weapoﬁs Platodﬁ to follow the
reserve plétaon, walting the opportunity df employment. In hatF
tle the opportunity must be created, by prior plenning, pr0pér'
emplacement, and constant supervision. When these light, but
effective weapons are employed, they provide that additional
punch, close up and at hand for the company commander.

4. FAILURE OF THE INDIVIDUAL RIFLEMAN

The fellure of great nunbers of individual riflemen to
fire at targets, target ﬁreas, or likely targata-(all hedge-
rows preaented likely targets) resulted in a greater volume
of enemy small arms fire, and observed mortﬁr, and artillery
fire then would have been possible, had all riflemen fired
constantly as they advanced. Well aimed end Adistributed amallz
arms fire on & position will prevent the enemy Ifrom returning'.
_ fires., To bring out this point all one has to do is polnt to.
the effectiveness of the Gammanalhatad and respected "BURP"
gun, one blast across a hedgerow was all that was needed to f
gain fire superlority snd thereafter easily maintsined. This
same principle appliéd to our superior weapons 1z what we
should strive for,

The small amounts of amall arms ammunition requested dally
in re-supply is explaineble only because of the individuals
feilure to utilize to the fullest his prineciple means of sup-

porting hls owm advance.

5. INFANTRY~TANKE TEAM

The loss of 4 tanks in a short two (2) hour battle can
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be attributed to 1mproper"aﬁployment in unfavorable terrain,
and lack of Infantry Support. It 1s very essy to write now
of our past mistaken‘@hnest_but ooatly); As salready pointed
out this was the lst such Infantry-Tank team sction, in train-
ing of in battle. And what prior plenning snd coordination _
that d1d exist between the Infantry and Tanks on the ground.w@s

pure chance and individual initletive. .However lassons.learn-
ed here were later put to good use. That of communlcations,
mohility of tanks, their fire power, end shock sctlon effect
and their ability to further the advance of the Infantry Sol-
dier. | |

6. SUPPLY

There was no shortages apparentlin the mupply of battle
equipment during this short perled. However, it was brought
out that a dlre need for battleficld'reeovery of equipment ‘
existed, This is properly & function of the S-4, and ‘can |
well be cared for by utilizing those non-effectives in battle

that crop up in sll units.
7. LEADERS

The Loas of Commanders, company, plataoﬁ, section and
squad in the early atages of the attack or during the attack
can be disastrous. And all possible precautions should be
teken to mssure that subordinates are trained, and capable of
$aking over the next higher poat and preferbﬁbigrtwo posi-
tions higher, |

The fighting during the action reported on waa broken
down to that of squada, and platoﬁna, and the lack of additionw
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al trained lesder became very appérent in the face of the 103;
of key personnel through caaualties. Resulting in the lack of
team work, and aggressiveness on the part of those who were

rapidly promoted heyond the scope of their training.
LESSONS

1, In the initisl planning of all operations the milltary
. L] W
AR , 1mplication of terrain must be atuvied carefully, and all

possible

Zf

2a The highest degres of training possible must be

obtalned in alternste means of employnsnt of aupporting machino
M

guns. -

2+ bs. In training,; heavy mortar crew '

with ranges and llve ammmunitlon for practice in addition to gun
m !
arill, :

- A Gommanders must be taught the prompt elimination of

unfit 1ea-;'f,'»o h oTT1 HEN «

.;g A. The prompt end proper employment of supporting'weagona
must be taEEEt and ilmpressed upon rifle company personnel in :

training.

| Y #. Riflemen must be given confidence in the fire power
- inherit within their » aquaﬁsjanﬂ the individual,
‘through treining in actuslly firing problems with live ame
munition (At 8ll times

- ) ' Y
ij4. 8. Fire power and fire sugeriorigz-{ﬁ'ossentia&_?o the

edvance of the infantry.
pp——————

31; M+ a. Coordination end cooperstion is vitally necessary
; A R
¥ :
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in the Infantry-Tank-team, and the rapid progress of the attack;
é/’; b. Battlefield recovery of loast or sbandoned equip~
ment 1s vital to the maintenance of good supply ln battle. |

g £+ Treining of personnel for 8t he two

deep, a&nd preferably three deep.
——— ’

N 9. Initiative in the individual must be encourgﬁed in . '

training.
M.
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